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“My religion teaches me to pardon my enemies and all who have 

offended me.” 

Saint Paul Miki 
 

 

 

 

● “Saint for the Week”:  Saint Paul Miki.. Paul was born at Tounucumada, Japan. He 

was the son of a Japanese military leader and his family was affluent and influential in that 

area. He became a Christian when his whole family converted from their Buddhist beliefs.  

He would go on to be educated at the Jesuit college of Anziquiama and would enter the 

Jesuit-run seminary when he was 20 and then joined the Society two years later in 1580. 

As a young Jesuit, he quickly became known for his eloquent preaching who was very 

successful in drawing Buddhists to the Christian faith. Sadly, Paul’s commitment to his 

faith brought about the ire of the Emperor and he sentenced Paul and 25 others to death. 

As he was preparing to be put to death by crucifixion, Paul Miki, seeing himself raised to 

the most honorable position that he had ever occupied, openly proclaimed that he was a 

Japanese and a member of the Society of Jesus. And that he was being put to death for 

having preached the Gospel. He gave thanks to God for such a precious favor. He then 

added these words: “Having arrived at this moment of my existence, I believe that no one 

of you thinks I want to hide the truth. That is why I declare to you that there is no other 

way of salvation than the one followed by Christians. Since this way teaches me to forgive 

my enemies and all who have offended me, I willingly forgive the king and all those who 

have desired my death. And I pray that they will obtain the desire of Christian baptism.” 

Paul Miki was canonized in 1862. His feast Day is tomorrow, February 6 and he serves as 

the patron saint of Japan.  
 

● This Week’s Prayer Partner Mass: This week the Prayer Partner group of 6B and 2A 

has been postponed due to a funeral liturgy.  

https://www.ignatianspirituality.com/ignatian-voices/16th-and-17th-century-ignatian-voices/st-paul-miki-sj/


● The Road to Sainthood: Please click HERE to learn more about six leaders of African 

descent who have ministered in the United States of America and are on the road to 

sainthood. 

 

  
 

● Classroom Visitation Day: As a result of last week’s inclement weather, we 

rescheduled our Classroom Visitation Day to this coming Wednesday, February 10. Please 

expect a link from your child’s teacher that will allow you to virtually attend a portion of 

one of your child’s classes. 
 

● Arrival and Dismissal Rotation: As this Monday begins a new month, our rotational 

arrangement listed below details the arrival and dismissal schedule for all of February: 

o 7:40am and 2:40pm (SUS lot) Group 1: Du-La 

o 7:50am and 2:50pm (SJ lot) Group 2: Le-Sc 

o 8:00am and 3:00pm (SUS lot) Group 3: Se-Z 

o 8:10am and 3:10pm (SJ lot) Group 4: A-Dr 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

● Monday, February 8 – NO SCHOOL: As a reminder, school will be closed this 

Monday, February 8 as our faculty participate in our annual spiritual retreat day. 
 

● Monday, February 15 – NO SCHOOL: As a reminder, school will be closed on 

Monday, February 15 in observance of President’s Day. 
 

● Wednesday, February 17 – Ash Wednesday: On this day, our students will receive 

ashes as part of our formal observance for the start of the Lenten season. Please note that 

as modeled by Pope Francis, this year the distribution of the ashes will be applied to the 

head by a cotton swab so that immediate contact is avoided. For your reference, all 

students (regardless if they are Catholic) are welcome to receive ashes. As we are unable 

to gather as an entire school for this event, Fr. Jason has planned to visit each cohort and 

distribute ashes within the classroom. 

● Wednesday, February 17 – Possible Early Dismissal Day: Although it has not yet 

been fully confirmed, there is a strong possibility that we will need to follow an early 

dismissal schedule on this day. A move from a 2:40pm dismissal to a 12:00pm dismissal 

on this day will allow our faculty and staff the opportunity to receive their second dose of 

the COVID-19 vaccination. Once confirmed, we will notify parents immediately of this 

necessary calendar change. Thank you in advance for your flexibility and understanding. 

 
 

  

https://www.stursula.org/assets/imgs/featured/Black-History-Month-The-Road-to-Sainthood.pdf


 

 

 
 

● Father’s Club: There will be no SUFC meeting in February due to scheduling conflicts 
(Super Bowl & Valentine's Day weekends).  Therefore, the next meeting will be virtual 
and is scheduled for March 7 at 7:30pm via Zoom.  
 

● Mother’s Club Thank You: We would like to thank the Mother’s Club for generously 

sponsoring yesterday’s delicious lunch from Ravage Deli in honor of all that our faculty 

and staff do for HUSKY NATION. 
 

● PHSA Thank You: We would like to thank the PHSA for providing hot cocoa for all of 

the teachers and support staff. 
 

● Movie Mania Thank You: We would like to thank you, Lenny and Karen Zimmerer of 

Pappas Restaurant for their generous donation of popcorn that our students enjoyed 

during Movie Mania.   
 

● Thank You Parents: On behalf of the PHSA, we would like to thank all of those families 

who generously donated to the Teacher and Staff Appreciation Pay-it link.  
 

● Attire 4 Hire: In conjunction with four of our area Catholic high schools, we are 

collecting clothing items in support of Attire 4 Hire. This non-profit programs provides 

professional clothing free of charge to economically disadvantaged men and women who 

would not otherwise be able to afford it. The mission of this program is to help provide an 

increased sense of confidence and self-worth that comes from being “dressed for success.” 

The following items are requested: lightly-used suits, dress pants, dress shirts, neckties, 

and dress shoes for men. And as well, gently worn interview appropriate suits, blouses, 

separates, shoes, and scarves for women. Items are being collected from Monday, 

February 8 to Friday, February 19. Thank you for your support of this project.  

 
 

 

 
 

● Special Awards: If you were unable to virtually attend yesterday’s Faculty and Staff 

Appreciation Mass, you may have missed the exciting news about three of our community 

members. To begin, we are proud to share that Natalie Hax, our Middle School Math and 

Science Teacher, received the Teacher of the Year Award; Christine Bauer, our School 

Nurse, received the Staff Member of the Year Award; and Dave Mercadante, current 7th 

grade and graduate parent, has received The Kelly Memorial Award for his 14 years of 

dedicated volunteer service to our school. Congratulations Natalie, Christine and Dave! 
 

● Spirit Day Memories: Please send pictures of your child(ren) showing their St. Ursula 

School spirit to pictures@stursula.org. Please submit your photos by Friday, February 12. 

When sending the photos, please include the student’s name and homeroom in the email 

and put “School Spirit” in the subject line. 

mailto:pictures@stursula.org


 

● St. Valentine’s Day Request: With St. Valentine’s Day quickly approaching, we would 

like to ask your help in sharing the gift of love you with our school community. Each 

student will come home today with two cut-out shaped hearts. The hearts will say, “I love 

you because...” and the students (and their families) are asked to write a brief message on 

the heart shaped cut-out. The message can be directed towards teachers, support staff, 

administration, parish staff, etc. Once completed, the students may place their heart 

message in one of the bins that will be positioned on the first, second, and third floor 

hallways. The students may begin to drop off their hearts on Tuesday (2/9) through Friday 

(2/12).  Thank you so much for brightening our community by sharing a special note. 

Happy St. Valentine’s Day! 
 

● Black History Month: As the calendar has now turned, February invites us to celebrate 

Black History Month as we honor many of the unknown heroines and heroes of our 

country. While there are a number of commonly celebrated Black historical figures, each 

morning during our community prayer and announcement time, we will highlight the 

innovators and inventors who changed the world in ways we may not have previously 

known. This week we honored the following group of gifted Americans whose work life 

and commitment to better the lives of others have made a lasting impact in our world: 

o Dr. William Harry Barnes – A renowned otolaryngologist who invented the 

hypophyscope. He is also recognized as the first African American to be certified 

by any surgical board. 

o Marie Van Brittan Brown - Contributed to a safer society with her invention 

of the first closed-circuit television security system and paved the way for modern 

home security systems used today. 

o Dr. Leonidas Berry - Invented the Eder-Berry biopsy gastroscope which made 

it easier for doctors to collect tissue from the inside of the stomach without surgery. 

 

 

 

 
 

● Race for Education Sponsor Letters: Let us know how many sponsor letters your 

family would like through this PAY-IT LINK. 

 

 

https://payit.nelnet.net/form/oLEHkgSN

